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If there is any truth 1o the notion that there is a master plan
for each of us, Alan J. Smith seems to be living proof.  This
profoundly energetic husband, father, basketball coach, church
member, REALTOR® and consummate friend of the community
appears to have it all figured out.

As fate would have it Alan ). Smith was literally called to the
real estate business. After growing up in Salt Lake City, Utah
and attending Brigham Young University he came to Denver 10
do missionary work through the Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter Day Saints. Returning to Salt Lake City following his
mission, Smith had his sights set on a career in broadcast

As FATE Would HAVE.iT...

by Loren Rigyey * phorography by Jim Cooper

broker/associate
i e month

journalism—but a phone call from Michael and Betty
Turnquist, acquaintances he had made while living in Denver,
dashed those plans and sct his lucrative real estate career in
motion. Michael Turnguist said something like this, "Alan, I've
been waking up in the middle of the night thinking you should
be selling real estate for us” Smith was caught off guard
altogether and thought (o himself,"this isn't even in the cards”,
and disregarded his offer The Turnquists, however, were
persistent and insisted on bringing Smith and his then
girlfriend and current wife of 23 years, DeAnne, to Denver so
they could properly persuade him to join their Century 21
team and embark on a career in real estate.  Even after his
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when he realized passing up this opportunity would be a
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Smith met DeAnne, his beautiful wife and cternal companion
iljmﬂhhSdloolbld:inSlltl.*eChy they became
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their senior year of high school. They attended different
colleges and were, of course, separited while Smith
committed to his missionary work following college—but
again as fate would have it, they made it back to each other
and were married in November of 1983. This was just onc
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father called him crazy for abandoning all the knowledge he

had acquired in broadcast journalism for a real estate sales
position. and continucs to heckle him 1o this day. Smith in the

carly days agreed, thinking to himself, “does this make sense
taking on a 100% commission sales position in a town where
you don't know anyone?” No, it didn't make a whole lot of
sense, but for Smith “it just felt right” and ultimately his

Century 21.

‘1o Denver to begin their life together. Smith's

For the first 10 years of Smith’s real estiate carcer he worked at
He couldn't help but recall working with
extrordinary individuals like Carl and Susan Joslyn and his
amazing ride to being named  #1 REALTOR® in five states.

‘When Smith moved to RE/MAX Professionals, Inc.—the timing
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his enormous respect for the owners; Paul Motzkus, Tom

~Schack and Al Smith (no relation).  “It was by far the best

decision of my career—you know the saying, ‘success breeds

success’—well I'm working among the cream of the crop,”
says Smith with pride. Today at RE/MAX, he is a proud

member of the Chairman’s Club, the Platinum Club, and the
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award_ Additionally, Smith holds his CRS and GRI designations

“and is an active member SMDRA and Builder Realty Council.
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things most people won't...". His initiation into real estate in
a new town illustrates this notion very poignantly. Similar to
his missionary work—Smith spent his first years as a
REALTOR® marketing his services by knocking on doors. To
most this is an excruciating approach but for Smith, this was a
great way to meet people in the community and compared 1o
more willing to talk about real estate than religion,” he laments.
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